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Life is too short to 

wake up with      

regrets. So love the 

people who treat 

you right.  Forget 

about the ones who 

donôt.  Believe      

everything happens 

for a reason.  If you 

get a chance, take it.  

If it changes your 

life, let it.  

ð Michael Gartner. 

A SPECIAL ñTHANK YOUò TO DEPUTY JUAN BERRIOS 

Sheriffôs Deputy Juan Berrios (the husband of our team member Angie        

Berrios) recently received the Medal of Valor from the Citrus County Sheriff 

for his actions during a two-county, high-speed chase in April of 2009.  

In the early morning hours on April 6, 2009, Citrus 

County deputies responded to a domestic dispute 

call from a South Dunnellon home.  When they ar-

rived, a man was outside his house and began firing 

shots at them with an automatic handgun.  A car 

chase then ensued, snaking through two counties at 

speeds reaching 100 mph at times.  During the 

chase, the man shot through the windshield of Juan 

Berriosô patrol car, just missing Juanôs head.  The 

man also shot into a Marion County school bus 

(which, it was determined later, was fortunately not 

carrying children at the time).  With multiple deputies 

assisting to stop the manôs speeding vehicle, the as-

sailantôs car was finally stopped, and Juan and other 

deputies were then engaged in a shoot-out, resulting 

in the death of the gunman.   

In addition to the Medal of Valor, Citrus County Sheriff Jeff Dawsy also        

presented Juan with a special memento ð the Plexiglass from his vehicle ð 

with the bullet hole still in it.  ñTiming is everything,ò Dawsy said.  ñHeôs a very 

lucky man.ò   

The Sheriff also acknowledged Juan as a member of the Citrus County 

SWAT team, which recently placed third out of 52 teams in the ñofficer downò       

competition during the International SWAT round-up contest. 

Congratulations, Juan!  And ð thank you for your bravery and for 

your continued  service in keeping the citizens of Citrus County safe. 
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AFTER HOURS... WITH  ERIC J. SOBOCINSKI, J.D. 

Many of you already know Eric J. Sobocinski, J.D., who joined our firm in 

2008 as a Senior Private Wealth Advisor.  Eric is a Smithtown, New York, 

native who currently resides in Pittsboro, North Carolina, with his wife,          

Kristen, and his two children, Jackson and Georgia.  Kristen is a                     

chiropractor and has owned her own practice in Chapel Hill, NC, since      

1997.  Eric boasts that he was her first patient (someone had to straighten 

him out at the time!). 

Earlier in his professional life, Eric previously served as Vice President and 

Director of Business Development for Investors Trust Company, and prior  

to that as an Estate and Business Planning Specialists for The Northwestern 

Mutual Financial Network.  In addition to serving as a Sr. Private Wealth  

Advisor with Joseph Capital, Eric also currently serves ñOf Counselò to the 

law firm of Walker, Lambe, Rhudy, & Costley, PLLC, in Durham, NC, and  

as Vice-President and Counsel to Turner-Gary Sports, Inc., a firm providing 

representation for professional athletes. 

Before graduating from Villanova College of Law and joining the legal          

profession, Eric was a professional baseball player within the Philadelphia 

Phillies organization.  His experience in his brief time as a professional baseball pitcher was best captured 

when he spoke during his induction to the High School Athletics Hall of Fame (for his participation on his high 

school basketball team).  An excerpt from his speech follows. 

 

Hauppauge, New York ðOctober 17, 2009  

My passion and participation for sports has been central to my personal and professional life.  While I no 

longer play competitively, sports has become central to me in my work, providing holistic advice to               

professional athletes and coaches.  How did I get to where I am today, with a career in sports?  Much of it              

is a result of my experience here at Hauppauge. 

I was fortunate to have an opportunity to play baseball in college at Villanova, and was part of several very 

successful teams, and developed lifelong friendships with teammates.  Later, I played professionally with the 

Phillies.  This was an experience I would not have traded for the world.  It was my intention to make a career 

out of professional baseball.  I did, but it was not as a player on the field.  Here is how the facts unfolded: 

In my second professional season, I was pulled aside by one of my coaches and asked if I intended to some-

day attend law school.  Although an odd question for baseball spring training, I answered in the affirmative 

and thought nothing of it until the coach responded with, ñGood, because now might be the right time to do 

that.ò  In other words, I was ñreleasedò or terminated from my job.  In an instant, my sports career had ended.  

However, that day would not end without a great story.  

What was strange about that day was what was missing from my locker.  I arrived at the field in the morning 

and entered the clubhouse, only to find that my pants were missing from my locker.  Normally, all your       

Eric with Georgia,  
Kristen, and Jackson. 
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equipment plus your hat, pants, etc., would be prepared and your uniform would be hanging in the locker with 

the back of the jersey facing out displaying your name. é this particular morning, my jersey was present but 

not my pants.  Well, I needed the pants to play so I ran over to the ñcage,ò or equipment manager, to inquire 

about my pants.  I was told that ñthere were numerous clothes still in the dryer.ò  It was at this point that I      

realized I was in trouble.  You see, when the team lets a player go, they allow them to keep their hats, gloves, 

and jersey ð but they never allow you to take the pants ... 

What I took away from my baseball experience was extremely helpful.  It taught me how to enjoy where you 

are and what you are doing in the present, and to forget about where you have been and where you may be 

going.  Most importantly, I learned to take advantage of opportunities and use them to move toward your 

goals.  So, for me, I took the coachôs comments about law school and said, ñYeah, what the heck,ò and went 

on to law school at Villanova.  From there, I became interested in sports law and began the journey towards 

my current career path. 

Let me back up a second.  The opportunities I am describing to you would never have occurred had it not 

been for my experience at Hauppauge.  Without hesitation, I can say that the single most influential person on 

my athletic career, and subsequently on my life, was Ken Gabelman.  He inspired us.  He pushed us to levels 

of performance we did not believe were possible.  He taught us how to be tough and how to over-achieve in 

the face of competition.  He taught us that talent is not the only factor in winning.  If you have the desire and 

the perseverance to pursue excellence, then success will naturally follow é This was an experience that 

changed my life.  I am a better person because Ken instilled those values which he has ñgiftedò to me:        

respect, the pursuit of excellence, preparation, and most importantly, the gift to dream.  The expression, ñIf 

you can dream it, then you can do itò has been proven to me many times.   

This is the true value of athletic participation.  It is the training of your mind and your body to achieve the       

unachievable.  How valuable is such an experience on you later in life?  Tremendous.  Because, kids, here it 

is ð not everything will be handed to you.  You will not always succeed on the first try.  You may not always 

be the most talented person on your ñteam.ò  With perseverance, the belief in yourself, and toughness,         

success can follow.  Ken taught me this when I was 15 ... 

I think of my favorite line from my favorite movie of all-time: Vision Quest.  For those of you who were born 

after the movie came out in 1986, it is a story about a high school wrestler who decides to move down a 

weight class in order to wrestle the best wrestler in the state.  The line is about the soccer great PELE (again, 

for those too young, he was the best player in the world):  ñIt is not the 30 seconds of the game that counts; 

itôs what he did during those 30 seconds.ò  Apparently, he executed a move where he leaped in the air and 

upside-down kicked the ball in the net to win. 

Make your 30 seconds meaningful.  Make your life 

meaningful.  Impact someoneôs life for the better.          

Be a leader.  Do what Ken and so many other coaches 

at Hauppauge have done their whole careers and         

inspire those you touch.   

Find a life that is worth living.  

And remember, if you do not see your pants           

hanging in your locker, donôt panic.  Be  positive.         

Turn it into something great.  

 The Sobocinski family on a trip to West Point. 



We act as trusted, caring, professional advisors who strictly adhere to a Fiduciary Standard and 
act in our clientsô best interests at all times; 

We discern investment and portfolio management strategies which stand the test of time,         
focused on achieving less volatility and combating inflation; 

We seek to substantially reduce ñtotal fees and costsò associated with the receipt of investment 
advice and products; 

We seek to substantially reduce the various forms of investment risk, including specific company 
risk, manager risk, and specific industry/sector risk; 

We seek to take advantage of opportunities presented by tax law, to save income taxes (and 
other forms of taxes) over the long term; and 

We counsel our clients to adhere to the discipline required for long-term equity investment      
success, assist our clients in mitigating the inherent emotions associated with investing, and we 
seek to provide our clients with the serenity achieved through peace of mind. 
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