
As of July 1, 2010, we 
have moved our North 
Carolina office to: 

100 Europa Drive  

Suite 431  

Chapel Hill, NC 27517  

Europa Drive is located off 
of Durham-Chapel Hill 
Blvd., near Exit 270 on        
I-40.   

We look forward to our 
continued opportunity to 
serve clients and their 
families  in the North     
Carolina region.  
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Hernando, FL: (352) 746-4460  Serving clients in Florida 
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We can do         

anything we want 

to do if we stick to 

it long enough. 

- Helen Keller 

JULY 2010 

GO GREEN: RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTERS VIA  E-MAIL  

As part of our continuing efforts to better serve you and to 

contribute to the betterment of the environment, we      

encourage our readers to receive our newsletter via         

e-mail.  Electronic versions of our newsletter are sent in 

Adobe PDF format, and provide a faster, environmentally-

friendly way to receive the latest communications from 

our firm.  Electronic versions of our most recent issues of 

Wealth Perspectives and From the Research Desk are 

also available on our website at www.JosephCapital.com. 

Should you desire to receive our newsletters and commentary via e-mail      

delivery, please call Echo Rooney at 352-746-4460 or e-mail her at            

erooney@josephcapital.com.  Thank you!  

Our New North Carolina Office 
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ñTHE PURSUIT OF PASSIONò BY TIFFANY RHOADES 

It has been a rare event in my twenty-three years to meet people who are truly passionate about the 
pursuit of their dreams and who are willing to share that passion with others.  Most people I know, 
near my own age, have resigned themselves to a balance between passion and the economic reality 
of a down-turned economy ï choosing practical professions which will later allow them to pursue their 
passions as a hobby while ensuring future economic stability.   While for some that is a great way of 
life, I realized early in my college years that it was not the life for me ï rather, I wanted the pursuit of 
my most fevered passion to permeate my life.  My passion?  History.  
  
While academia has lent many insights into my chosen pursuit, the greatest insights I have been    
given were received during my recent visit with Mr. Raleigh DeGeer Amyx and his wife, Hilda.  Mr. 
and Mrs. Amyx share my passion for history ï they are private collectors of historical artifacts and 
memorabilia, especially those relating to American History.   This passion for collecting has            
culminated in one of the largest private collections in the United States specializing in Presidential 
and sports collectibles ï the awe-inspiring Raleigh DeGeer Amyx Collection, located in Florida and 
protected by Mr. Amyxôs diligent preservation efforts and a state-of-the-art security system. 
  
Mr. Amyx began his collection at a very early age, opening his first museum at the age of seven.  By 
his early twenties, Raleigh was employed by the FBI, at one point serving as a Messenger to FBI   
Director, J. Edgar Hoover.  During his employment in Washington, Raleigh (and Hilda, who also 
worked in D.C., for one of the Congressional Budget committees for approximately 20 years) had the 
opportunity to meet various members of the political sphere ï including John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. 
Johnson, and Harry Truman.  During that period and continuing on into later years, Raleigh and Hilda 
acquired, authenticated, and appraised thousands of items of historical importance while gaining a 
vast knowledge of American history and the inner workings of the residency and the White 
House.   Most of this knowledge was gained from first-hand stories and interviews conducted with 
White House employees that have never been published.   
  
Over lunch and during a personal tour of his collection, Mr. Amyx shared with me various insights into 
the world of personal collecting.  I was privileged to see a lock of Andrew Jacksonôs hair, carefully 
preserved in the interior of a brass encircled and keyed wooden sewing kit dated between 1835 and 
1845, and the medical case and instruments owned and used by          
Abraham Lincolnôs physician, Robert King Stone ï for which he also      
possesses a hand-written note from Dr. Stone regarding the use of the 
case while Dr. Stone attended Abraham Lincoln.  Mr. Amyx also shared 
with me his extensive collection of White House china ï which displays 
not only the elegant beauty of 100 Official State Dinner pieces; but also 
the evolution of the Eagle insignia throughout each Presidency.  His     
collection also contained a few pieces of china ï including an extremely 
rare serving dish ï belonging to my favorite First Lady, Dolly  Madi-
son.  The story behind this particularly interested me, in that the china 
was personally picked by Marie Antoinette, the last Queen of 
France.  Although considered family china, the set was used during the 
refurbishment of the White House after the British invasion.  After James 

Copious Hairlock of Andrew 

Jackson, entombed within an 

1840 sewing kit. 
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Madisonôs death, the china was purchased by Louisa Catherine      
Adams, the wife of former President John Quincy Adams.  This story 
is only one of the many tales which Raleigh and Hilda love to share 
during tours of their collection. 
  
Perhaps my greatest insights during this tour came from the stories of 
Raleighôs own life.  Once given only a year to live, Raleigh decided to 
begin the full-time pursuit of his passion for collecting and preserving 
history, even though it may have meant quite a few periods of          
financial hardship.  Now, a few decades later, Raleigh continues to 
pursue his passion every day.  He meets with those behind-the-
scenes people who are often given no due in the historical record, but 
who have the most interesting stories to tell about some of our most 
beloved characters in history.  He collaborates with other private collectors and with curators of    
various museums to preserve history and present its many stories to the public.  Raleigh also        
expressed that the value of his collection does not lie in its monetary value, but rather in the         
personal satisfaction and sense of worth that comes from the knowledge gained by researching and 
preserving such rare, and what I consider to be nearly priceless, items. 
  
My afternoon with Raleigh and Hilda was a memory which I intend to cherish as I take my first leaps 
into the world which awaits me.  Their passion for history came across in every turn of the tour,      
every piece of china and autograph carefully preserved (often better than I have seen in any         
museum).  Theirs is a lesson to go after what you dream, to use reason and caution in order to     
balance the economic reality of the world with your passionate pursuits, and to always remember 
what is most dear in your heart.   Most of all, my afternoon with Raleigh and Hilda provided insight 
into my own dreams and the confirmation that such dreams can become reality.   Looking at their 
collection, hearing of Raleighôs diligent efforts to always pay back his debts long before they were 
due, and Raleighôs advice that the belief in oneself and oneôs knowledge is one of the greatest      
attributes one can possess, I was inspired to believe that 
even in a harsh economic reality, dreams are still          
possible.  And that with the passionate pursuit of your 
dreams can be a success unimaginable in terms of         
monetary wealth. 
  
Should you ever possess the opportunity to meet Raleigh 
and Hilda Amyx, I hope that you, too, will come away with 
a sense of having met someone great ï someone history 
may remember as not just a collector, but as someone 
who never forgot about the importance of passion.  As 
Henry David Thoreau once said, ñThe true harvest of my 
life is intangible ï a little star dust caught, a portion of the 
rainbow I have clutched.ò 
  
Chase your rainbow.  Pursue your passion.  In the end,       
I donôt believe you will ever regret it. 
  
 

A portion of Mr. Amyxôs 100 Official State     
Dinner pieces of White House china. 

Mr. Raleigh DeGeer Amyx 
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CONDUCT A SUMMERTIME FINANCIAL  TUNE-UP 

Itôs summertime!  In between the high pace of tax season and the winding-down of the year,        
summertime offers the perfect opportunity to conduct a tune-up of personal finances.   Doing so can 
provide immediate and long-term rewardsðfrom cashing in rewards points and gifts cards to         
ensuring that your income and investments are properly tuned to your long-term financial goals.   
 
In this issue, we offer a checklist and tips on how to conduct a personal financial tune-up. We       
recommend doing this on a weekday, when customer service departments are open.  Should you 
possess any questions or concerns regarding these steps, or regarding the services we provide to 
you, feel free to contact your advisory team at (352) 746-4460.   

Check Your Paycheck.    

 ˓ Check your federal tax withholding (Form W-4) to ensure it is appropriate for your situation.   

 ˓ Contribute to employer-sponsored 401(k) and 403(b) plans with matching offersðan instant 

savings boost that can essentially gain you extra money in retirementðat no additional cost! 

 ˓ Consider deducting a set amount or percentage of your paycheck to a personal retirement or 

savings accountðto help build your ñnest eggò for emergencies or to meet savings goals. 

Find a Better Bank.  Do you really need a branch nearby?  Would stopping and restarting your     

automatic payments be that inconvenient?  Does your current checking account offer low or no       

fees, or interest on your balance? 

Review Your Investments with Your Financial Advisor.  Has your risk tolerance or your            

investment goals changed?  Are there additional circumstances (now or in the near future) which 

you need to plan for? 

Make an extra loan payment.  If you can manage it at least every 12 months, youôll pay off your 

loan years sooner and save many thousands of dollars in interest costs.  Paying off loans early puts 

more money in your pocket (especially for retirement) - and helps decrease your stress level. 

Are you getting the most from your credit cards?   

 ˓ Ask for a better rate from your current card or seek alternatives elsewhere. 

 ˓ Are you getting rewards points on purchases?  Consider cashing the points in or target the 

points to a particular goal (like airline miles for your dream vacation).  Make sure to read the 

rulesðespecially regarding expiration dates and fees for redeeming points. 

 ˓ Set up automated payments to ensure your card is paid off every month (or to pay off current 

balancesðand make additional discretionary payments to pay off credit card debt sooner). 




